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2. SUMMARY. KUWAITI REACTION TO EVENTS IN TEHRAN 
AND AFGHANISTAN CONTINGES TO REVEAL A DEPRESSINGLY 
PROFLUND DISTRUST OF TRE UNITED STATESe THIS IS 
REFLECTED IN ‘THE PRESSs THE KUWAITI TENDENCY TO TAKE 
CONTINGENCY US DEPLOYMENT IN THE AREA MORE SERICUSLY 
THAN THE ACTUAL SOVIET ‘INVASION OF -AFGKANISTAN® 
THE STATE OF KUWAIT’S CISILLUSIONMENT WITH US POLICY 
IN THE MIDDLE EAST.» ANC ATTEMPTS BY YOUNG KUWAITIS 
TO FIND NEW SPIRITY VALVES NOT TIED TO THE EAST 
OR THE WEST. WASHIN N'S Le aaa a ae oie ae OF 
ISSUES DOES NOT WOR ITH GUR KUWAITI FRIENGS WHO 
SEE AFGHANISTAN AS 7 OF A BATTLE BETWEEN SUPER] 
: POWERS ANO ‘EVENTS I ERKRAN AS SYMBCLIZING A NEW 
- YSLAMIC FORCE SEEKI TG DEFINE A SET OF VALVES 
DIFFERENT FROM THAT OF THE WEST. ENC SUMMARY. 
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3e DESPITE OUR INTENSIVE EFFORTS TC REVIEW EVENTS IN 
TEHRAN AND APGHANISTAN WITH WIDE GAMUT OF KUWAITI 
OFFICIALOGM AND SOCIETYse KUWAITI REACTION GENERALLY 
CONTINUES TCG REVEAL A DEPRESSINGLY PROFLUND DISTRUST 
OF TRE UNITED STATES REFLECTING A OIFFERENCE IN 
POLITICAL PRIORITIES AKC A DESIRE TC IDENTIFY WITH 

A FORCE THAT IS NEITHER WITH THE WEST NOR THE 

EAST. THIS DISTRUST IS MANIFESTED IK OLFFERENT WAYS, 


THE NEWSPAPERS HEREs THOUGE 
LY CHARACTERIZED BY THE EMBASSY AS NOT 
TIVE OF RESPCASIBLE KUWAITI OPINIONs ARE 
VERY KINO OF _ SLANDER ABOUT AMERICAs THEY 
P SERVIC TO TRE IMPROPRIETY OF HOLDING 
HOSTAGE IK TERRANe AND TO THE ILLEGALITY 

IET INVASION CF AFGHANISTANS BUT THEY 

AFTER NODS IK THESE DIRECTIONSs THAT BOTH 
E GOOD POLITICAL CAPITAL FOR PRESIDENT 
EREFORE THESE EVENTS "MUST HAVE TAKEN 

THE CONCURREACE OF THE USGe THESE PAPERS 
Ts SINCE AMERICAN INTELLIGENCE WAS AWARE 
SING OF SOVIET TROOPS NEAR AFGHANISTANs 
A DID NOTHING ABOUT ITs USG PROTESTS ABOUT 

‘INVASION MUST BE ONLY FGR THE RECORD, 
2 IN THEIR CONSPIRACY*THECRY ORIENTATIONS 
SG MUST HAVE AGREED IN AOVANCE WITH THE 

IF THE RUSSIANS ARE TC HAVE AFGHANISTANS 

THE ARGUMENT GOES» THAT THE USG MUST HAVE RECEIVED 
RUSSIAN ASSURANCES EITHER THAT IRAN WOULD FALL TO OUR 
SPRERE OF INFLUENCE» OR AT LEAST THAT RUSSIA WOULD NOT 
INTERFERE AS WE DEPLOYED SECRETARY BRO#N’S 

100°000 MAN EMERGENCY FORCE == INTO THE GULF SO AS TO 
CONTROL OIL SUPPLIES» UNDER THE EVRBREMISM OF PROTECTING 
FRIENOLY STATES. 


STATEMENTS APPEARING IN 
CAL US EMERGENCY DEPLOYM 
TAKEN MUCK MORE SERIOU 
ata IS THE ACTUAL SOVI 
e . 
AFTHANISTAN IL ILL A GOCD WAYS AWAY. 
THERE ARE SC MANY ARTIC HAT RUSSIA 1S GOING TO 
FIND ITS ®VIETNAM"s AS. CIBLE AFGHAN MOUNTAIN MEN 
00 TO THE SOVIETS WHAT: WAVE OCGNE TC INVADERS IN 
THE PASTs THAT KUWAITIS ONALIZE THAT IT IS A CIA 
TRICK. THE US HAS LURED T 5 SIANS TO A LONG DRAWN 
T 
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OUT AND DEBILITATING CONFL WHILE HISTORIANS HAVE 
WRITTEN ABOUT RUSSIAN :ASPIR ONS TO THE INOIAN OCEAN 
OR CONTROL OF THE GULF AND I Cit» AMERICAN 
POLITICIANS CONTINUE TC SPEAK OF THE NEED 

TO DEPLOY FORCES TO PROTECT THE FLO®w OF OIL ANO THE 
REGION GENERALLY. RECENT OFFICIAL ‘ANERICAN STATEMENTS 
REGARDING SENDING TEAMS TO DETERMINE AVAILABILITY 

OF MILITARY FACILITIES IN THE REGION OR ADMISSION 
THAT US MILITARY AIRCRAFT HAVE BEEN IN EGYPT FOR TR 
EXERCISES ARE SEEN AS CONSTITUTING ALMOST AN OFFIAI 
OF USG INTERFERENCE IN :ARAS AFFAIRSS WHEREAS SOVIET . 
AFGHANISTAN STILL FALL FAR SHORT OF SUCK A DIRECT TH 
THEIR EYES. 


CC) (“THERE IS NOw SUCK A ST I 
(REFLECTED IN REFTEL) WITH US THE MIODLE EasT 
OVER THE ARAB@#ISRAEL GUESTION - OF OUR KUWAITI 
INTERLOCUTORS ARE NCT ‘REALLY W ‘LISTEN ANYMORE 
TO OUR ARGUMENTS. TIME AFTER TINEs SINCE _THE EMBASSY 
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BUT 
EXPECT IN THE WAY CF REAL ARAB SUPPC 
CONSISTENT IGNORING OF ARAB AND PALE 
VIiSeAeVIS ISRAEL. THERE ARE SOME wkC 
US WHEN WE POINT OUT TRE ESSENTIAL I 
PALESTINE TO IRAN AND AFGHANISTANs S ALSO AGREE THAT LIKE 
KHOMEINI’S HATRED FOR TRE SHAH®s KUWAITI UNHAPPINESS wITh US MIDDLE 
EAST POLICY BLINDS THEM TO OANGERS CF RUSSIAN ENCROACHMENT. BUT 
THEY MAKE THE POINT THAT WHEN USG HAS MADE ITSELF 
UNBELIEVABLE ANDO UNTRUSTWORTHY ABOUT. AN ISSUE CLOSE 
AND VITAL TO ARAB KEARTSs THE US CANNOT BE FULLY 
TRUSTED ANC BELIEVED ON OTHER ISSUES, 


D) THERE IS A RENEWED DESIRE ESPECIALLY AMONG 
YOUNG KUWAITIS TO RETURN TO SOME KIND OF SPIRITUAL 
VALUESe THE US REMAINS THE SYMBCL OF MATERIALISM 
AND EXPLOITATION AND RLEASURESe KUWAITIS HERE TELL US 
THE MOSGUES ARE NOW FULL OF YOUNG PEOPLE, THOSE IN THE 
TWENTIES FAR OUTNUMBER SLL OTHER ATTENDEES. WITH 
DEPARTURE OF NASSER ANC LACK OF ANYONE TO REPLACE HIM 
AS POLITICAL LEADER IN THE ARAB WORLDs THEY 
ARE LOOKING FOR A NEW SPIRITUAL LEADERe KHOMEINI DOES 
NOT EXACTLY FILL THE BILL BUT THERE IS A SEARCH FOR 
NEW SENSE OF VALUES WHICH ARE NOT ICENTIFIED EITHER 
WITH US OR WITH SOVIET UNIONS 


4e WE HAVE FOR SOME TIMEs IN PREVIECUS GORM EXERCISES 
FOR EXAMPLEs POINTED OUT THAT WE ARE JUDGED OUT HERE 
PRIMARILY BY OUR ARABwISRAELI POLICYs AND THAT KUWAITI 
-PERCEPTIONS OF OUR FAILINGS IN THAT AREA SPILL OVER 
AND AFFECT OUR RELATIONS ON UTTERLY DIFFERENT 

MATTERS. IRAN AND AFGHAAISTANs TWO ORAMATIC INSTANCES 
IN WHICH WE REALLY WANT ACTIVE KUWAITI SUPPORTs ARE 
PERFECT ILLUSTRATIONS CF THIS THEME. AS A FOREIGN 
MINISTRY DESK OFFICER TOLD US RECENTLY IN CONTEXT OF <A 
DISCUSSION ON AFGHANISTANs "WE WOULD BE WITH YOU ONE 
HUNDRED PERCENT IF IT WERE NOY FOR .YOUR BLIND 
FAVORTISM FOR ISRAEL." #HILE THIS IS AN EASY OUTs IT 
REFLECTS COMMONLY HELD ATTITUCE THAT THE US CANNOT 
EXPECT REAL HELP FROM THE ARABS ABSENT PROGRESS ON THE 
ARABS’ CENTRAL POLITICAL CONCERN | A STATE 

WHICH MEETS BASIC PALESTINIAN ASPIRATIONS. 


5. THE KUWAITISs AND ®E BELIEVE CTHKER ARABS TOOs 

ALSO SEE US AS COMPARTMENTALIZING ISSUES FAR TCO EASILY. 
FROM FOGGY BOTTOMs THE CONTINUED CETENTION OF THE 
HOSTAGES STRIKES AT FUNDAMENTAL BASIS FOR RATIONAL 
DIPLOMATIC EXCHANGE ANC REPRESENTATION IN THE WORLD 

ANO AFGHANISTAN IS A GLOBAL STRATEGIC MATTER HAVING 
NOTHING TO OO WITH -PALESTINEs FROM THE KUWAITI 
PERSPECTIVEs EVENTS IN TEHRAN ARE SEEN AS SYMBOLIZING 
A NEW ISLAMIC FORCE SEEKING TO DEFINE SET OF VALUES 
DIFFERENT FROM THAT OF THE WESTe AFGHANISTAN IS SEEN 
AS PART OF THE ENDURING BATTLE BETWEEN THE’ TWO 
SUPERPOWERS» WITH THE USG TAINTED 6 S CONTINUED 
LARGE MATERIAL AND POLITICAL SUPPOR R JSRAEL WHILE 
ISRAEL PERMITS THE EXPANSION OF SET. ENTS ON THE 
WEST BANK IN THE FACE CF OFFICIAL CAN STATEMENTS 
THAT THEY ARE ILLEGALe . 


6. WHILE WE HAVE NO INTENTION OF CHANGING OUR 
APPROACHES ON TEHRAN ANC AFGHANISTAN, WE SHOULD 


REMAIN AWARE , THAT WALT ANO WE BELIEVE OTHER 
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ARAB GULF COUNTRIES WHICH ARE AMONG CLOSEST TO 

IRAN AND AFGHANISTAN» CONTINUE TO SEE THEIR 
SECURITY ANC EXISTENCE 4S BEING DETERMINED FIRST BY 
WHAT HAPPENS IN PALESTINE ANO SECONC BY WHAT 
HAPPENS ON THE OTHER SICE OF THE GULF. AT THE SAME 
TIMEs BEING BUFFETEO BY ANTI@ISLAMIC BRUTALITY OF 
TRE SOVIET UNION IN AFGRANISTAN AND US ATTEMPTS TO 
STIR ( UP ABOUT KHOMEINI’S "INIGUITIES, MANY 

SEE ae AS A FLOT WHOSE MEANING THEY DO 
ATHOM, FOR THE YOUNGER there OF 
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